DIOCESE 


Milwaukee 


NAME OF ORDINARY 


Timothy M Dolan 


CDF PROT. N. (if available) 




NAME OF CLERIC 


Donald R. Peters 



PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 


Date of Birth 


March 30, 1925 


Age 


80 


Ordination 


May 27, 1950 


Years of ministry 


43 



ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF IN CARDI NATION 



Milwaukee 



MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 



In retirement, lives 6 months of the year in 
Florida and had assisted in parishes there until 
all ministry was restricted and the bishop there 
informed of his situation 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 



Cascade, 
Lakeland, FL 



PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) 



He has sought canonical advice from L Michael 
Ritry , JCL 



CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE PROCURATOR 




ASSIGNMENTS 



Year 


Parish 


Location 


Appointment 


1950 


SL Michael 


Milwaukee 


Assistant Pastor 


1950 


St, Clement 


Sheboygan 


Assistant Pastor 


1960 


St. Mary 


Hales Comers 


Assistant Pastor 


1962 


Sr Patrick 


Fond du Lac 


Assistant Pastor 


1967 


Catholic Memorial High 
Schoo) 


Waukesha 


Faculty 


1969 


St. Paul 


Mi hvaukee 


Associate Pastor 


1969 


St. Patrick 


Fond du Lac 


Pastor 


1971 


St. Mary 


Sheboygan Falls 


Pastor 


1977 


St. Clement 


Sheboygan 


Pastor 


1993 


Retired 
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ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CJLK1UC 


j Year 


Victim 


Age 


Imputable Acts 


Denunciation 


, 1962 


Anonymous call to Sheboygan 
District Attorney 


NA 


"Inappropriate behavior" 


1992 


1963 


Anonymous call to Chancery 


NA 


''Sexual abuse" 


1992 


1959- 
1960 




15-16 


Showing pornography and genital 
fondling 


2002 


197) 


Not given 


NA 


Not specified 


197 J 




■ - ■ ' " •• •• "•■ 


CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 


Year 


Type/Case 


Conviction 


Sentence (include copies of civil documents:) 


2002 


Sheriff executed search 
warrant and seizure of 
computer; criminal interview 
with admission of three 
instances of abuse 


Cases all 
beyond 
statute of 
limitations 













MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 


Year 




1971 


Archbishop William Cousins received a letter from Father Peters in which he makes reference to 
the need for a speedy transfer of assignment as recommended by Auxiliary Bishop Leo Brusl as 
"the prudent way*' given circumstances. A second note was sent to Bishop Brust stating that 
nothing should be committed to writing and no letter sent to those concerned. Archbishop Cousins 
transferred Father Peters to a new assignment a month bier. 


1992 


Father Peters informed of anonymous calls. No investigation because of anonymity. 


1993 


Father Peters requested and received early ieu'iement. 


1999 


Diocese of Orlando informed of allegations from 1992 and ministry there restricted. 


2002 


Precept issued restricting public exercise of ministry upon admission of at least three incidents of 
sexual abuse of minors. 


2004 


Father Peters informed that travel to another diocese could not continue due to lack of monitoring 
possibilities. He requests voluntary laicization rather than limitations on travel. He will be 
provided with a monetary grant to assist with any health care needs. This proposal was handled by 
his canonical consultant. 



SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 



Faihci Peters receives a monthly pension and will continue to do so if laicized as this is a qualified self- 
contributory plan. He will be provided with a lump sum to assist in any health care needs he may havn 
beyond social insurance. 
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RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 


Year 




1071 
17/ I 


Broughl the matter (o the Auxiliary Bishop and sought a transfer. 


1992 


Said he did not know what the callers were talking about. 


2002 


Admitted sexual contact wltf^ I an£ ^ wrote letter of apology to liirn. Stated that the incidents 
were in the course of sex education. Admitted to Sheboygan sheriff and Vicar for Clergy that there 
were two or three other cases from his time in Fond du Lac but would not go into more detail 


il :.^'.v t> 


; ,, . ■ . , .. ,- ; ; ■ % : • -■,>■, ■ ■ ;,/. 


ItfSHOP'S VOTUM 


This has been a difficult case to conclude. There is an admission of guilt in (he one detailed case and 
spontaneous admission of two or three other cases with no details. Under other circumstances, Father peters 
would be asked to live out his life in prayer and penance. This would call for monitoring of Ins activities 
which cannot be done if he spends six months of the year in Florida. Given the options available to him, 
Father Peters has decided that he will choose voluntary laicization rather than restriction on travel 
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JULY 29, 2005 

His Holiness Benedict XVI 
The Vatican 
Vatican City State 



Your Hoi iness: 

After much prayerful consideration, I now request from you a dispensation 
from the obligations connected with the priesthood and from celibacy. I 
ask to be returned to the lay state. 

I have been placed on administrative leave by the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee for sexual misconduct involving minors. I have had to deal with 
these allegations since 2002. I have been retired for a number of years 
now and am 80 years old. The fact that this sexual misconduct has been 
brought to the attention of both archdiocesan and civil authorities makes 
it unlikely that I can ever serve in active ministry again. While I do not 
believe that every aspect of allegations presented by the archdiocese is 
accurate, I admit that some are. 

This request is not a quick solution to a temporary problem. Because 
of the nature of the allegations made against me there is no hope of ever 
returning to ministry- I find no alternative but to request laicization. 

I am fully aware that my decision to return to lay status, if approve 
by the Holy See is permanent and final, without hope of eventual re-admittance 
to priestly ministry. 

I do have some health concerns. However, I have been assured by the 
diocese that they will assist me if needed. I have been assured that my 
pension will continue. 

I solemnly swear to the truth of all the above information. 

My curriculum vitae is attached- 

Respectfully submitted, 




Reverend Donald Peters 
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Curriculum Vitae 

Born: March 30, 1925, Kenosha, WI. 
Baptized: St. Mark, Kenosha, WI . 
Communion & Confirmation: St. Mark, Kenosha, WI. 
Grade School: 8 years, St. Mark, Kenosha, WI 
Middle School: 1 year, Lincoln School, Kenosha, WI 
High School: 1 year, Mary D, Bradford H.S., Kenosha, WI 
High School: 2 years, St. Francis Minor Seminary, St. Francis WI 
College: 2 years St. Francis Minor Seminary, St. Francis, WI (Phi losphy) 
Seminary Theology: 4 years St_ Francis Major Seminary, St, Francis, WI 
Ordination: May 27, 1950, Cathedral St. John Evangelist, Milwaukee, WI 
Assignments: 1950 - 60 ST. CLEMENT'S, SHEBOYGAN, WI ~ Assistant 
1960 - 62 ST. MARY, HALES CORNERS, WI - Assistant 
1962 - 67 ST. PATRICK'S, FOND DU LAC, WI - Assistant 
7967 - 69 CATH0UC MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL, WAUKESHA, WI teach 

FOR SEVERAL SUMMER SCHOOLS AT MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 
SCHOOL IN GUIDANCE & COUNSELING 
1969 - 71 ST. PATRICK'S, FOND DU LAC, W - Pastor 
1971 - 77 ST. MARY'S, SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI - Pastor 
1977 - 93 ST. CLEMENT'S, SHEBOYGAN, WI - Pastor 
1993 RETIREMENT 

FAMILY: 1958 - Mother Died 
1976 - Dad Died 

My 76 year old sister and I are the only family. She left the SSSF 
and married and now is a widow. She is near Poverty and I am supporting 
her for many of her needs. When with the nuns they did not have Social 
Security, she has some of her husbands and thus has medicare, but has to 
purchase a supplementary Health Insurance program. She has lived in Florida 
for over 20 years. 

My Health: Upper tooth plate, many years ago. 

Lower teeth, five front teeth remain 
Right knee, total replacement 

Diabetes, many years, pills and diet are helping to regulate. 

High Blood Pressure, pills 

Eyes; glasses, both had Cataracts removed 

Ears: hearing aids in both 

Am on Medicare & Archdiocesan Insurance Program 
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06/23/2002 
SOADAMSD 



INCIDENT DETAIL PRINT 
SHEBOYGAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT 



TBXT INFORMATION 



Part 8 



NARRATIVE.: 1 by S091 EPPING, THOMAS 06/25/2002 
ORIGINAL DICTATION: ss 

On Tuesday, 6/25/02 > at approximately 0830 hours, I, Detective Thomas 
Epping, was assigned by Captain David Adams to investigate the report 
of a sexual assault. District Attorney Robert Wells had received a 
report from Barbara Ann Cusack who is the Chancellor for the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. The letter was dated June 15, 2002. In 
addition to the letter, a Sexua^Abuselntake^Rep 
naming a reporting person as | 

_, reporting that he had been molested; on three 
separate occasions in the basement of theUHHHflPH lake home by 
Father Don Peters. The report states tHat the period" of the alleged 
assaul^wa^^59 through 1960/ The report indicates that the victim, 
I had been abused when he was IS.^years old . The report 
^reo^tafe^cnSt Father Peters had shown ^^^^^^^VHB slides of young 
men in various stages of dress. 

A check of th e phone book lists a Reveren d D. Pe ters at I 

Cascade, Wisconsin, phone A check of the 

records at the Sheboygan County Sheriff 's Department lists a Donald R. 
Peters, dob 3/30/25 at Cascade, Wisconsin. 

Driver's license number, accordin g to the Sheriff's Department 
information lists | h^hfl Wisconsin Driver's License* 

A check with the Wisconsin Registration lists Donald A. Peters, m/w, 
do b 3/30/25, 5'9\ 190-pounds, brown hair, brown eyes, with an address 
of ■^HHjHIBHHB^HjH I I Cascade, Wisconsin. It also 

states in the aomment on the driving record, a former name of Donald R. 
Peters . 



A check of the residence at ^■■■^^^■^^^■■^H shows a 
wood-slatted, what appears to be one-story, house with an outbuilding. 
The color of the wood-slatted building ±6 brown. Also observe^ oh the 
residen ce, was a sign that states "Peters 1 Place" with the address 
^^^^B on the residence. The residence was viewed on 6/25/02 at 
approximately 1347 hours. 

A check with the post office reveals information that a Donald Peters 
does live at that address. The postmaster also stated that this person 
was a priest and the postmaster also stat ed that is wher;e the priest's 
father used to live and hie name was | This information coincides 

with the information received on the initial referral from the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 



Also parked at the residence at 
4 -door, white, expires 02 



■■HHHi was a 1996 Ford 
listed to Donald A. Peters at 
Cascade , Wisconsin . 



On Thursday, 6/26/02 at approximated 
>ino;, made celephone contact with 



Standard Print Format 
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ADOM020219 



/-.sew r,\Mi/\>\)i r~(\>% 



06/28/2002 
SOADAMSD 



INCIDENT DETAIL PRINT 
SHEBOYGAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT 



TEXT INFORMATION 



Part 



In speaking with Mr. 
about Father Donald Peters, ( ■ explained that he disclosed 
to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee tha^FaTher Peters had molested him 
when he was a teenager- Initially, he had been told by the personnel 
at the Archdiocese that they knew nothing about Father Peters 
molesti ng, but then on the seaond contact a couple of weeks later with 
the Archdiocese stated that it had received reports . 




stated he was 49-years old when he first disclosed to a 
counselor about the abuseby Father Peters, The abusehappened either 
in 1959 or I960 when ^IHVl wa€ a sophomore attend ing 
Istates he was a freshman in 1959* 






and his sisters were 



's opinionwas that Father Peters at the time enjoyed touching 
>ung bpys. ■ | referred to him as "a son of a bitch" and he was 
"super slick '^^Heeaid he was a boy scout leader at the time and 
believed he was the pastor at St. Clements in Sheboygan. 

The type of assault that occurred was that Father Peters would b e 
fitting in a chair in the basement of thfc cottage and would. have | 
undo his pants, exposeh^^peni^an^then Peters would fondle the 
scrotum and penis of | | stated that Father Peters would 

be looking directly at him when he was doing this. 

|did not disclose this because he believed his family would have 
been totally ostracized in the community if he were to' have accused, a 
Catholic priest of having touched him in the way he did. 

| explains that he did receive a letter of apology from Peters 
just recently . 




Center, which is the headquarters for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee on 
05/10/02 for an interview. Hi^HI believes tha^j'Project Benjamin" is 
a project for dealing with abusive priests- | (states he also 
received a letter of apology from the Archdiocese > as well as from 
Father Peters . 

At the time of the assault in 1959 or 1960,B (explains that he had 
gone to the basement of the Peters 1 cottage, which was finished. He 
had been shown slides of boys in various stages of undress by Father 
Peters on^aprpjector. The assault (fondling) happened two or three 
times. | believes that Peters has not given np this sickness. 

The reason why M ■ had talked with Father Peters at the time, was 
for counseling that dealt with experiencing puberty ; they talked about 
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ADOM020220 



T-33D P.O03/00T 



06/28/2002 
SOADAMSD 



incident detail print 

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT 



TEXT IN FORMA TION 



Part 8 



cjUj^^^Otnplex of sexual encounters. They 
m described this as a type of 



erections, petting and the 
talked about sexual issues 

confession where he wa s actual ly confessing to Father Peters at the 
timeof the fondling. ^^^B^described that Father Peters would fondle 

| with his hands while^B^^ was standing in front of Peters as 
Peters was sitting in the chair. There was no 'sex act, no oral sex, or 
type °f intercourse. | goes on to explain that later on, when 

he was married, that Fat her Pet ers was part of his marriage* When 
asked how that occurred, ■■^H explained that he blanked out what had 
happened to him in the past by Father Peters, when he did get married. 




| did not believe that Peters had taken pictures of him* He had 
>een sttown slides by Fathe^Peters of young boys^npt girls , before and 
after Peters had fondled | B At the tithe, | |was dealing with 

puberty and learning of sexual mattei^^ having gone to gym class and 
the. high school shower room, and J I was led to believe that the 
interaction that Peters had with ■ B was "the right thiilg to do as 
it was part of sex education 1 ' and what Father Peters was doing was one 
step beyond. 



The last time that I 
when he had seen it 




saw the Pe 
he lake as 



jottage was in the year 200.0, 
would have gone to look at 




At the time of the molestation, he believed that Fatheir Peters was 
doing his ministry in Sheboygai^^ He also knew that Fatheir Peters was 
involved ih boy scouts and | | did. know, personal^, that Pete^^^^^ 
would have boy scouts come out to the cottage. | |s sister, 

had mentioned that she had seen two boys that would come to the Peters 1 
cottage. Theae two boys w ere | Sand | | believed that their name 
might have been ^^^^^^H This hap pened around 1962, and these boys 
would have be£n younger than 



the 





I 1 s two sisters ar e I |, who is married 

live in! ^^^^^1 and are retiree His other sistei^is 
| and her husband is B | and they live in ^^B 
state^that^Sotn his sisters are aware of this situation he is involved 
in aridBmi had had reservations about Father Peters and did not like 
him, even when they were youngsters. 

Based on the information obtained, I will request a Search Warrant in 
an attempt t o loca te any evidence to substantiate the information 
provided by | |. Based on past training, it is believed that a 
person involved in the Eexual abuse of young boys or pedophilia tends 
to keep pictures, letters and memorabilia. Based on that, I request a 
search warrant for the Donald Peters' residence at 
Cascade , Wisconsin . 
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July $, 1950 




R* Peters 



dear Father Peters: 



T hereby appoint you to as sit the Revererxi 
AIgx V/. Zuern, pastor of St» Michael's Parish, 
MilwaiikQe^ Y/isconsin* You will please to report 
for duty to Father Zuorn on Friday > July 7, 195>0„ 

Wishing you every grace mid blessing aiid 
Success in yovx ne?r field of labor, i remain , 

Sincerely youro in Chrlat^ 



Archbishop of Uilisaukee 
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October k$ 1950 




'etors 



l$r dear Fatter Fetartfi 



I hereby appoint you to assist the ReVerehd 
John <J* 0arroll> pagtor of st # Claaent^a Pariahji 
Sheboygah, TCiafconaln- Yao. will ploa^e to report 
for duty to Father Carroll on Friday October 6, 
1950. 

. Wlfihlng you every grace and bias sing ypu d$* 
alrejifi j(mt new field of labor * I reaatfjay 

Slmaoraly yours in Christ* 



Afrchbiohop of ttilwautade. 



September 2U, iS>55 



Ihe Reverend Donald H. Peters 
St« Cl ement's Rectory 

Dear Father Paters; 

You &ru hcrnby appointed the region,?! 
director of the Ofltholio Youth ^r^ani action in 
division 7 9 Sh^boy^an. 

It is suggested that /out contact Ihe 
Reverend Philip Schvrab, Archdiooesan Director of 
the C.Y-O, for the details of this appointment- 



I am, 



Wishing you every £raco and blensin^, 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Archbishoo of Milwaukee 
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June 21, I960 



The Rev. Donald R« Peters 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 
Dear Father petera: 



By this letter I herewith transfer yo\j from your 
position as assistant at St. Clement 1 ^ Parish, Sheboygan, and 
appoint you assistant at St, M&ry'e Parish, H&les Corners, 
This appointment is effective Thursday, July 7, I960, on whic;h 
date you are kindly asked to report. 

With the warmest of pergonal rogax v ds and -wishing 
you God 6 s choicest blessings in your n^w field of endeavor, 1 am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Archbishop of Milwaukee 




May 31, 1962 



Most Rev. William E . Cousins 
2000 V? . Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee 3, Wis. 

Your Excellency, 

From our conversation of May 23, 1962, your 
request that I put this in writing, after much 
prayer, prayerful thought and investigat ions , 1 
humbly submit the following for your kind 
consideration . 

God gave talents to each of us, I pray that 
1 might uae mine for His greater honor and glory. 
I feel that my interests are much in the youth 
program; Guidance and counseling in the High School 
program; and work in the CYO program. You 
indicated these as specialized work. 

I have inquired at Marquette University about 
apoli cation in working toward a Masters Degree in 
Education with a major in Guidance and Counseling. 
North- Central , ae you know, is now requiring; 
Guidance M -A . in High Schools. If you decide on 
advanced study, would it be full tim? or part 
time? Some educators seem to feel that full Mtirne 
study would be better. Would a try at summer 
school be worth a small test to see if 1 can get 
back to study? 

1 feel that 1 am willing to stay at St. Mary, 
Hales Corners for another year* I would be 
Interested in the once a week teaching and counseling 
that I have been doing at Pius XI High School. 
Brother Dan and Brother Leo at Don Bosco indicated 
that they would be moat interested In having me 
do more guidance work at Don ^osco. In our 
parish school I am most willing and happy to teach 
in the grade school, however on a better balance, 
as you indicated at the fall conference of Priests. 



ADOM020276 



- 2 - 



The follow* hk nolnta seem very trivial to me , 
but are mentioned to indicate my interest in the 
parish. If weddings ancl minor duties in the parish 
are given to me I would like to get the ra sooner 
after the initial pastoral interview, anfl arrange 
to fit my own schedule* f .Vhe n people oome to the 
door and ask for me by name, that they have Lhe 
opportunity to see me without all the questions < 

To go to school part-time could be of benefit 
in the school work and even in the contacts in 
the GYO divisional program with the many youth in 
various parishes an 3 to the Priests in the division 
to help the:n Help their youth. I have received 
requests from Prleots and from many young-men to 
counsel and guide them, from many diverse sources, 
even requests from an occasional student at the 
Major Seminary, i" ' l 

If you so choose to move me, I believe I 
could spend more time in getting the M.A., working 
toward Hiph School work, possibly keeping the 
6 i visional jo.') wuicb would be benefitted by the 
education credits* 

Regarding your request of names of some 
Priests to help Msgr- Schwab in the CYO and CCD, 
you miftht consider some of these: in the ten to 
fifteen year #roup> Fathers William Knoernschild , 
or Charles Verba len; in the five to ten year group, 
Dathers Donald Dal eke, Don Elverman, or Fred 
Schramm; also others who have been and are 
divisional directors. In soecial CCD v/ork I 
don't know all those who are teaching the course, 
but these might be considered- Possibly Father 
Joeeoh Konfeel would Xnow of some others. 

Respectfully your servant in Christ, 
Donald A . Peters 
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August 16* 1962 



The Iteverend Donald Peters 
St* Miary'e Parish 



Hales Corners* Wlscon^ 



Dear Father Peter a i 



By this letter I herewith trati&£er yt«u from your 
position fce assistant at fit, Mary's fairish. Hales Corners* 
and appoint you assistant at &t> Patriots Parieh, 
jPond Avl tttCi eftf active Wsgrtsaday, Auguat 29* 1962. You 
will Hindly report on that date to the pastor, Fathefr 
George C» Biler** 



With the warmest cnf ftereonal regards and wlehittg 
you God's choicest bleeaingfi in your n&w field of endeavor, 
I am 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend William Cousljae 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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Jttoe 16, 1967 




Fond du Lac„ Wisconsin 54935 

By this letter I herewith transfer you from your 
position a» curat* fit St. Patrick Parish, Food du Lac, 
and Appoint you to the Faculty of Catholic Memorial High 
School, ttBOkesha, effective Tusaday, Jufia 27, t?6 7 * 
You ate a eked to report to Father John Ha to ley as to 
further instruction on your *aelgm»eiil):. 

With the irAroea^ of y&ttoml rtgftrd* *»d Ashing 
you Ctad*o choicest bkea«d**£a tu yoa* n*tf *i*id 
of endeavor, I am 



SiocDfrely yours In Chsiftt, 



Moat Raueraad William £. Coueinu 
Archbishop o£ Milwaukee 
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May 23, 1969 



Reverend Donald R* Peters 
Catholic Meroorial High School 



Waukesha, Wisconsin 53186 

I>ear Father Peters; 

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board 
regarding your assignment, I herewith transfer you from 
your present position on the Faculty of Catholic Memorial 
High School* Waukeaha, and appoint you Associate Pastor 
at St. Paul Parish, Milwaukee, effective June 17, 1969. 
You will kindly report on that date to the Pastor* Father 
Stanley Bartnicki, 

With the warnnes t of personal regards and wishing yoia 
Ood*s choicest blessings, I am 

Fraternally Yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend VJilliam Coudins 
AjrcKbiehop of Milwaukee 
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J^ly 31 , 1969 



Reverend Donald R* Peters 




Dear Father Paters 5 



Following the r&Gomm^ndation of the t^raonnel Board* 
I herewith transfer you from your pr©£gtnt position as 
Associate Paator at St. Paul Parish, Milwaukee, aftfl 
officially appoint ycfa Pastor of St* P&triak Parigtfh, 
Pdnfl do- Iac, effect! Aa$n«t 19, 1969, 

Von a#e a&fced to maka the raquir&d Profession of 
Faith in the Chancery office before August 19th* 

It affords ro$ great pleasure to make thia appointment 
and I assure you that nty pray&rs are joimd with yours as 
v© 4fl*k God to bleaa your labors in this new fiald. 

Fraternally Yours in Christy 



Moat Reverend William Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 




<tL a. 

A' A. //, 797/ 



Oean Bishop Brtxidi., 

J 4ow Oon HeJiff on. ftbru /<6±. He dcud he 
ujotdd Jxilheto uou and Aee .if tpa thounhi a det.iejt 
of any kind. dhoiUd be. derd* 

I now ward, io caution on sending, a leddesu 
Ao£ ioo Aoon and be vooa± canef-tU of uAcut kind of. 
ujnuJdea p/wmiAeA cuie Trade.* 

fk& h&ad of ihe. n.edlgJx>n Oepi^ iodd me. Aonte. 
JJuj-tyd on /u&d* 2nd,* I phoned tpu f bwt you wejie 
otd and ihlA Ld about ail I uard io ptrf jut 

Think you, 




FOND DU LAC. WIS. 54935 



p/uhoo %us, < - ihi* u a* .unit* i *anj in tkid tax* wii - w yen / y^ ; ^ wife*' ^ 

ST. ?A*3^ £K*$ SECT© Elf — = r ^ ; " * 

FOOT DU WlSCOKim fcfi$g& 

2000 f P> 'I'LcconAln 4v<u 

/u&qu&di £0 be. oaaJjimx! to a dlfl&Aejvt pa&fe/wut&t 

AAQAond a*& pwAoncLb I kav® <Wn in mJA Bishop 

jt&j^aLxdjLnQ friLd wvte ord i£d AjtaAond^ i &t h&\& ttUhtsi openjjj. ar*J_ he ®a/i££&$ few 

I hurnobj. njtmLnd ijou of a rvtLoH. /i£j%a&4i y if Li <L& p&&&Jjxlz 4% 6$ fof&^d&mi* 
} haJ. pjujDA *Jtqu&At La ihe. no^slbiJA^a of an apf&hvht*£i\f. ututAln m^htyaFt 
half of She '\xchcilo<&4P-'; /he oqaaU^Jjp ds>!vLrx f 0/ ona. hem? oa atri&Ji f& 

1 cucptle. uhese I haxnt <lc ^vuu)* h 3 viAUtc ih.p dodo* <La fjjgmtisdh oft 
Cat. 2^*h cur 1 Avtxl\ser/ a x&uoaJ of <m &nMiAQed k&z*d f and oUJa juawi /Wi^t^ 
his h&OAf ^xuy} fl 

ThLe JmnsftA should moboblu inht pdaeM aa &&on <&g id td>J& bt. i^i^^vtm^ 
r:i ufcuLi mdjUL tho. ^urfee aopo-Lnh*!&n£<$* liw&zn. h#vr. ti&SM x&c&nf 

&&AjjQrtL£<Lon6 a/zl a /tecerj deautkp this Qotzld mt&Ji *wm*$ Ln £h& A*c^iioo&$& 

cc? Fx* r H>mM { e ^^Lft ? 

SzCA&fcuuf PnlxAtd* Tus/froevvtl r&ajgl 
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March 17, 1971 



Reverend Donald Peter 
St. Patrick Parish 



Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935 



Dear Father Peters: 

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board, I 
herewith transfer you from your present position as pastor 
of St. Patrick Parish, Pond du Lac, and officially appoint 
you Pastor of St„ Mary Parish, Sheboygan Falls, effective 
^pril 13, 1971. 

Permit me to advise you that you are dispensed from 
making the Profession of Faith as is required by Canon Law 
for newly appointed pastors. 

It affords me great pleasure to make this appointment 
and I assure you that my prayers are joined with yours as we 
ask God to bless your labors in this new field. 

Fraternally Yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend William E, Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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October 27, 1977 



The Reverend Donald R. Peters y 
St* Mary Parish 




onain 53085 



Dear Father Peters $ 

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board, I here- 
with transfer you from your present position as Pastor of St* 
Mary Parish, Sheboygan Falls, and officially appoint you Pastor 
of St. Clement Parish, Sheboygan, effective November 15, 1977. 

Permit roe to advise you that you are dispensed from making 
the Profession of Faith, as is required by Canon Law for newly 
appointed pastors* 

It affords me great pleasure to make this appointment, and I 
assure you that my prayers are joined with yours as we ask God to 
bless your labors in this new field. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend William E. Cousins 
Apostolic Administrator of Milwaukee 
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iocese of Orlando 



Office of the Chancellor 



December 11, 1998 



Most Rev. Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B. 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
P. 0. Box 07912 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912 
Dear Archbishop Weakland; 

Fr. Don Peters, a retired priest of your Diocese, lives in our Diocese during the winter, and has 
expressed interest in helping out at St. Anthony's Catholic Church in Lakeland. 

It is the practice of our Diocese to seek a clear endorsement from the Diocese of origin and any 
other diocese in which a priest may have ministered. I would be most grateful if you would 
complete the enclosed form and return it to me. Once we receive it we will be glad to complete the 
arrangements for Fr. Peters 1 ministry. 

Thanking you for your attention to this matter, I remain 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



LV:aj 




Enclosure 



Chancellor 



P.O. Box 1800, Orlando, FL 32802-1800 
421 East Robinson Street, Orlando, FL 32801 • (407) 246-4826 - FAX (407) 246-4827 
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DECEMBER 15, 1999 

MOST REV. REMBERT G, WEAKLAND, O.S.B. 
3501 S. LAKE DR 
P.O. BOX 079)2 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53207-0912 

DEAR ARCHBISHOP WEAKLAND, 

T am in receipt of Bishop Sklbas's letter to me concerning faculties 
in the Diocese of Orlando. His letter indicates that there was a consultation 
so that you could "proceed in a proper fashion for all parties concerned 11 . 

1 was told by Bishop Sklba that my faculties are in order in the 
Milwaukee Archdiocese. Can you send a letter to me or to Bishop Dorsey of 
the Orlando Diocese so that I can do some "help out 11 in a few places in 
Lakeland and at the Mary Queen of Universe shrine near Orlando? 

Respectfully yours^ 




Don Peters 
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Archdiocese if Milwaukee 



Department for Clergy 



November 8, 2004 



Most Reverend Norbert L. Dorsey 
Diocese of Orlando 
P.O. Box 1800 
Orlando FL 32802 




Dear Bishop Dorsey, ^^^^<lJ^ ^ 

This is to inform you thatFr. Donald Peters, a pr ^ 

currently residing with his sister in your diocese, and has a substantiated allegation of 
sexual abuse of a minor against him. All faculties have been withdrawn and he is under 
precept. His mailing address is | Lakeland FL 33804-1245 - his winter 

residence js located at| | Lakeland, FL. The pastor of the local parish is 

aware of his presence. Fr. Peters will return to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee in April, 
2005. 



In the Lord Jesus, 

Very Reverend Curt J. Frederick 
Vicar for Clergy 



3501 Souih Lake Drive, RO Box 070912, Milwaukee, WJ 53207-0912 
Phone; (4i 4)769-'* 484 ■ E-Mail: ciergy^arc hmii.org * Web site: www.archmil.org 
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^January 4, 2004 / 

— " ~ J 

TO: Fr. Joe Hornacek & Bis'^p Dick Sklba, 

I am writing this down and will adapt and change it before it is to 
be sent out. This might take several weeks. I have been praying for an 
increase to ray memory since the accuser brought my case to the public . My 
memory needed a lot of refreshing and 1 know that all has not returned. 

I don't know how much to put in writing. The kindly police detective 
had a good conversation with me, but it became too public. I talked too 
much and didn't realize it. The Sheriff took my computer and had it returned 
within a week. They found nothing to use against me. I think the only 
"media" to write that nothing was found in my computer was the "SHEBOYGAN 
PRESS". I was in some degree of "shock" in that conversation. Also in shock 
when talking with Joe H. 

Some of the statements of the accuser Indicate his weak memory also 
and a lack of continuity, but a lot of hurt. The basement in the house at 

(was not usable until the summer of 1961. The raising of the house, 
the concrete block walls went up during the summer of 1960. Therefore the 
dates are not correct. The scouts in my house at that time were youth 
officers who were high school juniors 3 seniors and early college. There 
was always a group of them to plan programs . There were never any "Cub 
Scouts" in that house. This indicates to me that the accuser did not know 
the various age levels of the BSA programs. There was never any wrongful 
actions with any of the Scouts. 

Some of this indicates to me that there must have been an earlier contact 
for Bishop Sklba to have called me in to his office in 1993. It seems there 
was an anonymous tip. He told me that he never saw anything in writing from 
the Archbishop in those earlier years. 

1 am putting this in writing so that in my file in the Archdiocese, 
I have some of my reactions reviewed. 1 want this letter of some of my 
reactions to be kept in the file near the accusers statements. 

Date of completion : 4 ^ ^ x&&-'* 

Thank you , 



North Address 




FR- DON PETERS 
CASCADE, WI 53011-0198 



May 22, 2002 



Dear 




I apologize for the wrong 
action I did against you. 1 
am very sorry that I am the cause 
of so many problems in your life. 
I am sorry that I performed those 
wrong actions. 

I was at the Archdiocesan 
Personnel office on Tuesday, 
May 21 and was read your words 
given on or about May 3. I was 
contacted to come in to the office 
on Friday, May 17. 

I pray that you be healed 
physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. God Bless you and 
those you work with for a positive 
experience. 
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REMBERTUS GEORGIUS 




PRECEPT 



In response to the pastoral needs of this Christian community, in virtue of my authority as diocesan 
bishop (c. 38 1> § 1), and in accord with the provisions of canon 49, I formally place upon Reverend 
Donald Peters the following obligations: 

1) To refrain from all contact with minors, vulnerable adults, and other persons or categories of 
persons who have proven to be occasions of temptation in the area of sexual morality; 

2) To cease until further notice all public ministry including the celebration of Eucharist; Eucharist 
may be celebrated in a private setting alone or with only another priest or priests in attendance; the 
celebration of any other sacraments will require explicit permission of a local ordinary in each case; 

3) To avoid all places and situations that, from past experience, have been occasions of serious 
temptation in the area of sexual morality; 

4) To cease any and all activities and relationships that may be described under the broad category of 
pastoral counseling; 

5) Until further notice the faculty to hear confession is revoked. 

The reasons motivating this decree are the allegations of sexual activities in violation of the obligation 
of clerical celibacy (c. 277, § 1). These restrictions are seen as necessary and prudent precautions and 
will remain in effect for three months from this date or until notice of their revocation. Any violations 
of this precept could result in penal action and this decree shall serve as canonical warning to that 



This decree shall be executed by means of its communication to Reverend Donald Peters by Very 
Reverend Joseph Homacek. 

Given this lO 01 ^ day of May , 2002. 



effect. 




Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakiand, O.S.B. 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 




Notary 
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April 20, 1992 





The Most Reverend Rembert G. VJeakland, OSB ^-^t^sM^ 
P. 0. Box 07912 - 
Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912 

Dear Archbishop, 

I am vriting to accept the offer of retirement from full time ministry 
at age 68- I recently turned 67 and for the sake of the parish and my own 
plans, we all need time to adjust to ideas and programs. I am most willing 
to continue in a temporary help-out program > 

I am asking that this take effect sometime around the end of May of 1 993 ► 
I will inform you of other ideas once I know you will accept this time line. 

When I responded to the Priest's Personnel Board, 1 told them that 1 
was thnking and praying about a decision to accept retirement at 68. Enclosed 
_i a a copy of what I sent to the priests of the District last month as District 
elections came due. On the front side is what was sent to the priests. On 
the hack side is what was not sent! I wrote a long letter and decided against 
sending all of it to the district priests, but kept it for my own review. 

I will attend the meeting being planned for May 4j 1992 from the 
invitation by Fr. Tom Venne and ¥r* John Pulice. This will give me more 
information on procedures for these plans. 

1 have been in regular contact with my financial adviser with my I.R.A. 
program, Jim Schulte. I am receiving some Social Security since I reached 
65 because my annual income is below the level set by them. I will receive 
a good amount from this each month, when I go on full time unemployed! 

Sincerely yours, 




Don Peters 
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March 13, 1992 



To my priest co-workers in District 9 





Please do not enter ray name as the district representative* I will 
not accept. Thank you for letting me serve you as secretary and this interim 
appointment as representative. 

It is good to have this job rotate. It is good to learn about the Church 
at different levels. I hear there might be two applicants, Thank you! 

I will be 67 the end of March 1992, therefore 68 in another year. I 
have written the "Personnel Board" that I am seriously praying and thinking 
about accepting the Archbishop's offer to retire at 68* I expect to be 
released of pariochial duties in May/June 1993- I will accept "help-out" 
situations, but will not be available always during a year. As of this 
writing I am waiting to hear whether this will be acceptable to the powers 
that be ! 



Or emus pro invicem 
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Several things have been happening in my life in the past couple of 
years. Some are very personal, and others indicate to me that the body is 
not responding as quickly as it used to - that the mind is not as alert. 
Some things have happened not just to me, hut in many avenues of life itself 
that I cannot control, but have affected my attitudes and outlook. I am 
ready to accept some kind of retirement program* I do not want another full 
time assignment. 

I have worked over the years very hard for the parish to which I have 
been assigned, I have given a lot of thought and leadership to various 
situations in the parishes . Of my 42 years in the priestly work, two of 
these were in Hales Comers at St. Mary. Two were at Catholic Memorial in 
Waukesha ♦ About seven years were at St. Patrick in Fond du Lac. The balance 
of the years were spent in Sheboygan District. All of these were good 
enrlohiching experiences . 

I have accepted District challenges and tried to offer questions and 
ideas that will help the end result for parish, district, and Archdiocesan 
Church. Some of them have not always worked as I might have wanted, but 
they have brought about a result that has made programs and situations much 
better. Some of you (and priests gone from the district) have helped me 
be realistic about projects. I accepted priestly work outside the parish 
as recreation and hobby. These have been a great way to relax and yet 
accomplish positive contacts in the lives of others . 

These are thoughts as I am writing* I want to share these thoughts 
with you. I want to thank you who are now in the District and those who 
have come through the District over the many years for the gTeat priestly 
work that has been done. 
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April 17, 2002 



Archbishop Weakland 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
3501 South Lake Drive 
Milwaukee, WI. 53207 



Dear Reverend Weakland: 



I write this letter with the hope that you will understand that the events of 43 years 
ago will be forever etched Ln my mind and thar it has just been the last 10 years of my life 
that I have been able to discuss this openly and candidly. 

When I was 15 years of age Fr. Donald Peters of Sheboygan befriended me> 
and during that time period aud as I recall on 3 separate occasions Fr. Peters manipulated 
me into believing that his discussions with me as they relate to my sexuality were proper and 
that he had my best interest in mind. 



He convinced me to expose my genitals to him at which time be engaged in fondling 
me along with showing me shdes of y oung teenag ers in various stages of dress to include full 
nudity. These incidents took place at | | cottage. | (being Fr. Peters dad. 




It is my hope that you, even though you are retiring along with your staff and fellow 
professionals do everything humanly possible to repair the damage done to so many. 

1 thank you for you in advance for taking the time to listen to me. 
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ARCHDlOCESE^ I gOF MHWAUKEE 

Department for Human Resources 



April 23, 2002 




Archbishop R. Weak land has asked me to respond to your letter. I am the director of 
Project Benjamin, a program of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee to bring healing, truth and 
justice to issues of sexual abuse within the Church, and a licensed psychologist. 

Because Father Donald Peters is not known to us already as someone who offended 
against minors, it is important that I talk with you to start a detailed investigation. 
Obviously sexual abuse should not have occurred, and 1 hope you realize clearly thai you 
were not in any way responsible. I understand that you have felt shame and it is difficult 
to talk about these events. As a result of our conversation, we would confront Father 
Peters, who is now retired, with these allegations. It is important that he face his actions 
and the harm he has done. We can also discuss how you life has been affected and it 
some outpatient psychotherapy would be helpful to you, this therapy would be paid for 
by Project Benjamin. 

Please call me at 41 14-769-3436, so that we can set up a mutually convenient time to 
talk. 

Thank you for taking this first step to report what happened. I know it took a lot of 
courage. 



Sincerely, 




Director, Project Benjamin 
BR:saz 

c: Archbishop R. Weakland 



3501 Souih Lake Drive, P.O. Box 070912, Milwaukee. Wl 53207-0912 
Phone: (414)769-3300 ■ Fax: (414)76^3408 • E-Mail: human resourced 
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AkCHL)K .. )C^| | ^F MILWAUKEE 




Metropolitan Tmm^M 



August 29, 2005 



Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
■ Piazza del S. Uffizio 11 
00193 Rome, Italy 

Your Excellency; 

Archbishop Dolan recently prepared for your review a request for voluntary 
laicization by Reverend Donald Peters. Two additional items for consideration have 
arisen since the case was submitted. Archbishop Dolan requests that this material be 
added to the case file. ■ * 

A copy of the police investigation from July 2002 has. been obtained. The; minimal 
admissions that were provided to the Vicar for Clergy at that time are expanded in this ' 1 
report. A copy of die report is enclosed. 

1 

: ■■ 1 While Father Peters denies any sexual contact with minors in the Boy S couts v we 
have had a report surface that states the contrary. Mr. has informed 

the Archdiocese of Milwaukee that, while he himself was never abused by Father Peters, 
he observed such abuse of another adolescent at aBoy Scout camp. He came forward to 
resolve his own guilt at never having reported this abuse and, therefore, having possibly 
exposed others to abuse. Appropriate pastoral outreach has been offered to Mr. 

He was unable to provide the name of the adolescent jmale. Since he has no 
potential for personal gain in coming forward, his report is deemed to be credible and 
non-suspect. 



Thank you for your consideration of this request. 




3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 070912. Milwaukee M 53207^0912 
Phone (4H)76£-33O0 ■ Fax; (414)759-3310 * E-Mail: iribuna^dmiil org - WEusm:: wwarchmil.org 
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ARCHDIOCES^ [ BOF MILWA UKEE 



Office of the Archbishop 



August 8 5 2005 



Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza del S. Uffizio li 
00193 Rome, Italy 

Your Excellency: 

In accord with the norms of Sacramentorum sanctitatis lutela, I am submitting for 
your consideration the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend 
Donald Peters has been accused of acts of sexual abuse of minors. The summary of these 
allegations is enclosed. Father Peters has admitted that a number of these acts of sexual 
assault occurred. 

As we have reviewed the various files, it would appear that the original problem 
would date back to the 1960's and I970's> While there is record of a formal notification 
of a problem in 1992, the anonymous nature of the report made it difficult to address. 
Father was informed of the report but he said he did not know to what it referred. 

However, a closer review of correspondence from that period may reveal 
otherwise. In 1971 Archbishop William Cousins received a letter from Father Peters in 
which he makes reference to the need for a speedy transfer of assignment as 
recommended by Auxiliary Bishop Leo Brust as "the prudent way 1 ' given circumstances. 
A second note was sent to Bishop Bmst from Father Peters stating that nothing should be 
committed to writing and no letter sent to those concerned. Archbishop Cousins 
transferred Father Peters to a new assignment a month later. 

From the vantage point of hindsight it would appear that this correspondence 
indicates that some inappropriate behavior had occurred at that time. Bishop Brust was 
the person who handled such matters and the usual response was to quietly see that the 
priest left his place of assignment. 

When confronted with the allegations in 2002, Father Peters spontaneously 
admitted that there were incidents of sexual contact with minors in his past. He made this 
declaration to the investigating civil authorities and to the Vicar for Clergy. On that basis, 
Father was placed under precept not to exercise any public ministry. In 2004, as part of 
the attempt to bring resolution this situation* again Father Peters admitted that there were 
two or three others who might come forward. His dating of those incidents of sexual 
contact corresponds to the letters and mid-year change of assignment in 1971, Given the 
number of years that Father Peters was actively, involved in the Boy Scouts, there is every 
reason to believe that additional victims may come forward. 



3501 South Lake Drive, HO. Box 070912, Milwaukee WI 53207-0912 
Phone: (414)769-3497 • Website: www. archnul.org 
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Most Reverend Angelo Amato 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

page 2 

In the years since it was first issued, the precept has remained in place. I am of the 
opinion that the matter needs more concrete resolution. Given his age, I had proposed that 
Father Peters agree to live a life of prayer and penance while remaining under precept. He 
has been considering that option but knows thai to do so would mean he would not have 
free reign to travel and live elsewhere in another diocese for six or more months of the 
year. He would need to remain in the Milwaukee Archdiocese to be monitored. He has 
been in consultation with two different canon lawyers. He has now concluded that he 
would rather be free to travel than to remain in the clerical state. He is choosing to seek 
voluntary laicization and his petition is enclosed. I have been assured by Iris present 
canonical advisor that this decision is being made freely and that he has been given 
sufficient counsel to make such a decision. This has not been a hasty or sudden 
judgement- The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has paid for the services of a canonical 
advisor for him, 

While it would have been my preference that he choose the first option given, a 
life of prayer and penance, he is unwilling to accept the conditions that would accompany 
that possibility. Given the legal liabilities, another diocese is not going to agree to 
monitor a priest for whom they have no responsibility, I regret that Father Peters has 
chosen as he has but I respect his right to do so. 

Father Peters receives his full pension and will continue to do so since it is a 
qualified self-contributory plan. He owns a home in Wisconsin and one in Florida, 
Should his petition be granted, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee will establish a fund from 
which he can draw any resources needed for additional health needs not covered by his 
insurance. 

I look forward to your response in this matter. 
With sentiments of deepest esteem, I am, 




Sincerely yours in Christ. 



Most Reverend Timothy M, Dolan 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 



J ■'! 



CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 



Prof. K: 249/05 

Father Donald R. Peters, a presbyter of (his Archdiocese, has humbly petitioned for a 
dispensation from all the obligations connected with sacred ordination. 



Our Most Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI 

On the 6 th day of October, 2007 

Having heard the opinion of his Eminence and Most Reverend Prefect of this Congregation, has granted 
the request of the presbyter for the good of the Church, but with the following provisions; 

1. The rescript of the dispensation, being made known by the competent Ordinary to the 
petitioner as soon as possible: 

a) becomes effective from the moment of the notification; 

b) inseparably includes a dispensation from sacred celibacy and, qi the same time, loss 
of the clerical state. The petitioner never has the right to separate those two 
elements, that is, to accept the first and refitse the second; 

c) if the petitioner is a religious, the rescript also grants a dispensation from the vows. 

d) indeed, further, it carries with it, insofar as it is necessary, absolution from censures. 

2. Notification of the dispensation can be made to the petitioner either personally, or 
through one delegated by the same Ordinary, or through an ecclesiastical notary, or by 
"registered mail." The Ordinary ought to retain one copy (of the rescript) duly signed by 
the petitioner in testimony of his reception of the rescript of the dispensation, and also 
of his acceptance of its regulations. 

3. Notice of the granting of the dispensation is to be inscribed in the baptismal register of 
the Petitioner's parish. 

4 With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage, the norms set down in The Code 
of Canon Law must be applied. The Ordinary, however, should take care that the 
matter be discreetly handled without pomp or external display. 

5. The ecclesiastical authority, to whom it belongs to notify the petitioner concerning the 
rescript, should earnestly exhort him to take part in the Life of the People of God, in a 
manner consonant with his new mode of living, to give edification, and thus to show 
himself a most loving son of the Church- At the same time, however, he should be 
informed of the following points; 

a) the dispensed presbyter automatically loses the rights proper to the clerical state, as 
well as ecclesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound by the other 
obligations connected with the clerical state; 
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b) he remains excluded from the exercise of the sacred ministry, with the exception of 
those functions mentioned in canons 976 and 986, §2, and t as a result, he may not 
give a homily nor is he able to hold a directive office in the pastoral field nor to 
exercise the function of parochial administrator; 

c) similarly, he may not discharge any function in seminaries and in equivalent 
institutions. In other institutions of higher studies, which are in any way whatever 
dependent upon ecclesiastical authority, he may not exercise the function of director; 

d) also, in those institutions of higher studies which are not dependent upon 
ecclesiastical authority, he may not teach any discipline which is properly 
theological or closely connected with the same; 

e) on the other hand, in institutions of lower studies, which are dependent upon 
ecclesiastical authority, he may not exercise the function of teaching a discipline 
which is properly theological. A dispensed presbyter is held by the same rule in 
teaching Religion in an institution of the same kind not dependent upon 
ecclesiastical authority; 

6. The Ordinary is to take care, as much as possible, lest the dispensed presbyter exhibits 
scandal to the failhful. Also, if there is present a danger of abuse of minors, the Ordinary after the 
fact of the dispensation may also publish the canonical cause. 

7. At an opportune time, the competent Ordinary is to send a brief report to the 
Congregation on his completion of the notification, and, finally, if there should be any wondermenl 
on the part of the faithful, he is to provide a prudent explanation. 

All things to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Offices of the Congregation, the 6th day of October in the year 2007. 

/s/ William Cardinal LEV ADA 
Prefect 

/s/ Angel AMATO. SDB 
Titular Archbishop of Silensis 
Secretaiy 

Date of notification: 



/s/ Is/ 

Signature of petitioner as sign of acceptance Signature of Ordinary (Delegate) 
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OF MILWAUKEE 



Office OfThe Archbishop 



January 4, 1999 



Sister Lucy Vazquez OP, Chancellor 
Diocese of Orla ndo 

Orlando FL 32802-1800 

Dear Sister Lucy, 

Recently you wrote rne asking me to fill out a form concerning Father Don Peters, 
a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

In the twenty-one years that I have been Bishop here in Milwaukee there have 
been no complaints about any current behavior on his part, Back about 1992, however, 
when we had our first pedophilia scandals break out In Milwaukee, we did get several 
phone calls from men in their thirties who claimed that something had happened back 
when they were teenagers and Father Peters was involved in the Scout movement. None 
of these people were willing, though, to come forward or even give us their names. I 
judge there were probably two people who contacted the Chancery at that time. We 
were never able to follow up on the allegations and they have remained always out there 
unsubstantiated. 

I did not simply want to fill out the form you sent, Sister, and felt it would be best 
that I mention to you the situation of the past. I am more than willing to do whatever 
you request to be of help on this - if you want me to talk to Father Peters again or to 
have him come to the Chancery there in Orlando. 

I hope ail goes well. Many blessings. 



Sincerely yours in the Lord, 




Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakfand, O.S.B. 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 



3501 South Lake Drive. P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee, Wl 53207-0912 - (414)769-3497 
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Office Of Auxiliary Bishop 




November 30, 1999 




^e^^^|^^^^ Peters 



Lakeland, Florida 33804-1245 

Dear Father Peters: 

Subsequent to our conversation earlier this fall regarding the 
renewal of faculties, I had the opportunity to discuss the question 
with Archbishop Wealdand ai\d Fr. Joseph Hornacek, as well as Dr. 
Cusack from the Chancery m order to proceed in a proper fashion 
for all parties concerned. 

Since the Archbishop has indicated a willingness to make 
adjustments as requested, I now write to ask that you yourself 
initiate a letter seeking the extension of priestly faculties for your 
current situation in retirement. Upon receiving such a request, for 
the records, a response will be sent with an indication of a revised 
granting of faculties- 

I trust that this will be a sign of new beginnings as the new 
millennium approaches and express my sincere thanks for your spirit 
of cooperation and patience in pursuing the question as raised- 



Sincerely in Christ Risen, 



Most Reverend Richard J. Sklba 
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee 



RJS/rt 




3501 South Lake Drive, RO. Box 0791 2 
Milwaukec.WI 53207-0912 ■(414)769-3486 
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December 27, 1999 



Most Reverend Norbert M. Dorsey 
Diocese of Orlando 



Orlando, FL 32802 
Dear Bishop Dorsey, 



I understand that Father Donald Peters, one of our retired priests, is residing in 
Orlando and wishes to be available to assist at parishes as needed. He is requesting your 
authorization to do so. 



I can attest that Father Peters is a priest in good standing in the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee. He has the full exercise of all faculties here in the Archdiocese. I have never 
had any reason to limit his ministry. He has never had any canonical penalties imposed 
upon him. 

In the interest of full candor and disclosure, I do need to tell you that there was 
once an anonymous phone call alleging sexual improprieties on Fathers part. Father 
denies any such activity. A full investigation on our part surfaced no substantiation of this 
claim and we have no concerns in this regard. He was never removed from ministry or 
restricted in his exercise of faculties. I do not believe that Father Peters poses any threat 
to anyone. 

I hope this information is helpful to you and that you will be able to make use of 
Father Peters' services in some way. 



With every best wish for a blessed Christmas season, I am, 



Sincerely yours in Christ, 



Most Reverend Rembert G< Weak) and, O.S.B, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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June 15, 2002 

Mr. Robert J. Wells 
District Attorney 
615 N. 6 lh Street 
Sheboygan, WT 53081 

Dear Mr. Wells, 

As we indicated in previous correspondence, we will be turning over to your office any 
reports of alleged sexual abuse by priests that may have occurred in your county. I am 
enclosing an intake report in such a matter for your review. The actual site of the alleged 
incident may not be in your jurisdiction but Father was assigned in Sheboygan at the time 
it occurred. The alleged incident involves a priest who is now retired. I have reviewed our 
files and find that there had been one previous allegation from an anonymous caller 
Father was confronted and denied any such behavior. We were not able to do any follow- 
up contact with the alleged victim, as there was no identity revealed. We do not know if 
this is the same person or not. We have not informed Father that this report is being sent 
to your office. 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. If you need anything further, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 



Sincerely, 



Barbara Anne Cusack 
Chancellor 



3501 South Lake Drive, PO. Box 070912, Milwaukee. Wl 33207-0912 
PHONE: (414)769 3340 - Fax: (414)769-^08 • U-Mael: than tiery@archmil.org • Website: ww\v.srchrml,org 
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134. Peters, Donald 

On Wednesday, March 5, 1986 I was approached by Don in Che context 
of. confirmation at his parish concerning his hope to become an 
associate within the next year, hopefully in Florida rather than 
in the Archdiocese. Kis health is good. I suggested the need for 
him to stay at St- Clement's for a while as a bridge until the 
time vhen a Spanish-speaking priest might be appointed pastor in 
order to bring the two communities together. I promised to 
explore the matter at Don's request. 

RJS 



669 , Donald Peters 

On November 4, 1992 District Attorney James Frisch reported an 
anonymous phone call from a slow speaking, somewhat confuaed 
gentleman who called the District Attorney at home claiming some 
inappropriate behavior 30 years ago by Don. The allegation was so 
confused and without specifics and as a result the District Attorney 
wanted to inform us of the matter in order to maintain good 
communication a . I called Don to learn that he was away and left a 
message indicating I wished to speak with him. 

The District Attorney, upon my inquiry, stated that he lost his 
election and we agreed that this was probably the result of the 
negative and incomplete information presented by Channel 12. 

RJS 



690 . Donald Peters 

On Saturday, November 7, 1992 I briefly spoke with Don to alert him 
to the anonymous allegation received in Sheboygan. 

RJS 



U 738. Donald Peters 

On December 3, 1992 Don called asking if any further information had 
been received regarding the anonymous allegation. I stated that no 
additional conversation had occurred and told him he could continue 
planning to be absent for a vacation after Christmas. 

RJS 



260. Donald Peters 

On May 3, 1994 I spoke with Don Peters who has been requested to 
serve for approximately two months at the Philmont Scout Ranch in the 
Diocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico and who requested a letter to 
Archbishop Sheehan to the effect that there were no accusations in 
the past. On reviewing the specific letter request, I wrote to Don 
indicating that it probably would not be wise to pursue this 
particular endeavor and asking that he withdraw his name from the 
list of potential Chaplains for that group. 

RJS 

^223 . Donald Peters 

On May 4, 1999 in the context of the Priest Assembly I was 
approached by Fr* Donald Peters who reported that the Diocese of 
Orlando, Florida had abruptly terminated all his priestly faculties 
in January, 1999 on the basis of lack of endorsement from the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Since I do not know the full picture, 
except for phone conversations , I suggested that we meet sometime 
this Summer in order to discuss the complete history and make some 
judgments about current faculties. 

RJS 
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540. Don Peters 

June 19, 2002 Don Pet ers is called hy Vica r after conferral with Bishop Sklba and his 
request to concelebrate| g funeral is denied. JFH 

590. Don Peters 

June 28, 2002 Don Peters notifies Vicar that on 6/27 he returned home with his sister to 
find his house ransacked and his computer and hard drive removed by the sheriff of 
Sheboygan County who had a search warrant for same after the D.A. ordered this action. 
He states he admitted 3 additional incidents of sexual abuse to the D.A. or sheriff when 
asked about this. The D.A. and sheriff held a press conference about this on 6/28. Don is 
told not to give any info to any media and to obtain a civil lawyer immediately. 

Vi car calls Don on 7/1 to check up on how he's coping and talks at length to Don's 
sister > I ^vhose husband died 1 \ years ago, is organist for St. Peter Claver, 

Sheboygan, and for Mary Queen of the Universe during winter months. She reports Don 
is meeting with attorney Richard Hahn and she was most grateful for the Vicar's call 

JFH 

~457. Donald Peters 

On June 28, 2002 in the midst of a meeting with the Internal 
Communication Committee we learned of a press conference at the 
Sheboygan Sheriffs office regarding allegations and a search of Don's 
house by civil authorities seeking evidence of misconduct. The sequence 
of his history was reviewed for the sake of JTopczewski and possible 
press comments. 

RJS 

-469. Donald Peters 

On July 1, 2002 I had a telephone conversation with Sheboygan District 
Attorney, Robert Wells, who wanted to send some confidential material 
by FAX and who expressed his great appreciation for the earlier work of 
Fr. Dan Sanders in Sheboygan, as well as the cooperation received last 
week from Barbara Ann Cusack in the Chancery. 

RJS 

489. Donald Peters 

On July 6, 2002 I spoke with Fr. Don Peters by telephone in order to 
inqruire how he was doing and to offer prayerful support. 

RJS 

724. Don Peters 

August 7, 2002 Don Peters wntes Vicar and includes pertinent articles from news media 
re several questions about his future. He was not prepared for the shocking intrusion 
which took place when civil authorities broke into his home. He plans to return to 
Florida end of October or early November '02. He will be on senior retreat August 20-22 
and have left eye cataract surgery early in September. JFH 
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Reverend Donald Peters 

The following information was obtained from the file of Reverend Donald Russell 
Anthony Peters, provided by the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 3501 S. Lake Dn 3 
Milwaukee, WI. 

Reverend Peters was an Assistant at St. Clement Church in Sheboygan, WI from 1950 
until 1960; and at St. Mary's Church in Hales Corners, WI from 1960 until 1962. 
Between 1962 and 1967, Father Peters was an Administrator at St, Patrick's Church in 
Fond du Lac, WI; and between 1967 until 1967, he was assigned to Catholic Memorial in 
Waukesha. Father Peters was a Pastor at St Patrick's in Fond du Lac, from 1969 until 
197L In 1971 until 1977, he was a Pastor at St. Mary's Church in Sheboygan Falls. He 
returned to St. Clement Church in Sheboygan, WI in 1977. Father Peters retired in 1992 
at the age of 68, after 42 years. 

In November, 1 992, an anonymous phone call reported a sexual abuse against Father 
Peters that occurred in 1959-1 960. The abuse occurred at a lake cottage in Cascade, WI, 
owned by the Reverend's father. Father Peters denied any sexual activity occurred. 

In 2002, Sheboygan County Sheriff Department served a search warrant at the home of 
Reverend Peters, seizing his computer. During questioning, Father Peters admitted to 
molesting the victim three times in his father's cottage in Cascade, WI; and to three 
additional incidents of inappropriate sexual behavior with minors in the 4 60's> No 
incriminating evidence was found on the computer, and it was returned. 
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ARCHDlOCESEl l fOF MLWAUK EE 

DEPARTMENT FOB ClERCY 



July 18,2005 




Dear Mr. 



Thank you for your recent phone call regarding Father Don Peters. I spoke with Barbara 
Anne Cusack regarding any assistance for Father Peters should he decide to seek 
voluntary laicization, 

1 understand that the concern revolves around health care expenses. My understanding is 
that the archdiocese is wiljing to give Father Peters a lump sum of money to establish a 
healthcare savings account for use as payment for supplemental health insurance or 
payment of prescription expenses as Father Peters may determine. We would ask Father 
Peters to arrange that whatever remains of that lump sum will revert to the archdiocese 
after his death. The amount of money would probably be $10,000. 

If you have further concerns or questions, please feel free to contact me at 414-769-3490. 

In the Lord Jesus, 




Very Reverend Curt J. Frederick 
Vicar for Clergy 



C: Don Peters 



3501 South Lake Drive, TO. Box 0709U. Milwaukee, WI 53207^0912 
ri-lONf: (414)769-3484 - E-Majl: clergy@aichraiLu/g » Wlu SITE: ww.archmil.org 
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To\ Archbishop Dolan j 
Cc: Father Curt Frederick 
From: Barbara Anne Cusack 
Re: Father Don Peters 
Date: July 12, 2005 

Background : 

We were prepared to send a petition for involuntary laicizalion to CDF last Fa)]. Father 
Peters asked Father Curt to wait until his return from Florida when he would consider 
voluntary laicization. 

Developments : 

|is advocating on behalf of Father Peters. He is close to convincing him to 
select this route. However, the sticking point is health insurance coverage. Father Peters 
is worried about not having the additional coverage the diocese provides to retired priests 
to supplement Medicare. We cannot continue to cover him if he is laicized. 

Proposal : 

Would we consider some moderate "lump sum" amount (perhaps $ 1 0,000) that he could 
put into a medical savings account to assist his medical needs? We would have him sign 
an agreement that this is full and final charitable assistance and that any residual in the 
account at the time of his death would revert to the Archdiocese. We will need to consult 
with legal counsel that this would not he an excessive entanglement still leaving him too 
connected with us. 

Is this proposal acceptable to you? 
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vicar's update 



Subject: Vicar's update 

Date: Fri, 28 Jun 2002 17:28:00 -0500 
From; Tr, Joe Hornacek" <schweihsk@archmll.org> 
To: <schweihsk@archmil.org> 

To Archdiocesan Priests, Deacons , Parish Directors: 
Dear Father, Deacon, Parish Director, 

Consistent with my previous commitment to try to notify you about any potential media 
reports on sexual abuse by one of our clergy, I am sending you the following 
notification . 

Although we understand that this information is already circulating in the media, we 
did want to inform you of a situation involving a retired priest. The Sheboygan 
District Attorney informed us this afternoon that Father Donald Peters has admitted 
inappropriate sexual behavior with minors in the 1960's. The sheriff's department in 
Sheboygan is investigating thi9 matter and. held a press conference this afternoon to 
announce that fact. We had no advance notice that these actions would be taken by the 
Sheboygan authorities. Please keep all involved in your prayers. 

Father Joseph Hornacek 



1 of 1 



7/10/2002 8:49 AM 
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the "n i light" of this past year was the Pi igr image, to Egypt and Israel Feb . 
18 to Mar 5 with 12 priests directed by Vr > Lauren Wenig who studied in Jerusalem for 
5 years. Wo stared in Cairo but 3 of us added 2 days to include a trip to Luxor, 
Karnak with the valley of the Kings which was mosc enlightening. The trip by bus ovi : -r 
the Suez Canal and through the desert up to the Dead Sea with stays at Beersheva, 
Tiberius , and Jerusalem. This was a prayerful journey with opportunities to learn 
about the many "Holy Places" to Judaism, Christianity and Moslems. 1 have many pictures 
to show when you come to Mulberry, FL 3 Lake Ellen, WI . , or visit you. 

This Christmas (Winter Season) finds us (Valerie & mo) in Florida again. We don't 
know how long we wi 1 1 continue th is dual i i re-sty le , but the progress ion oC physical 
and financial things will help us determine that. 

Valerie spent about 5 weeks with me up at Lake El leu , but had to return so that 
she could earn money to meet her expenses. The purchase of the Manufactured Home hit 
her budget very hard. My help is minimum. She teaches private piano lessons for about 
15 people Ln their homes. Her travel provides income, but adds to the expenses. 

1 returned to Lake Ellen the week before May 1 and they saved one snow for this 
. "snow bird" - about 4 inches came on that Saturday - Oh Well! 

During my months in the north - I am still sorting and distributing my "stuff. (r 
I never realized how much I had accumulated until I had to bring my northern things 
together into one living space. I gave a packet of CYO NEWSFRONT - a monthly bulletin 
used in the Sheboygan Parishes in the 1950' s, 60 ' s , and 70 ■ s - to the Sheboygan 
Historical Society in Sheboygan Falls. 



Ictjvilies are being reduced very dramatically . I have turned.. to 



the . Milwaukee Scout Museum all printed matter from ti er several jamborees and ' Or^ier* 
of the Arrow ;' -Conferences in which I participated over the years^'. _4 gave many B^Oks.. . 
to jthe Bay-Lake& Camp program center. Many smaller Items hayt; : goiie to individuals t %, 
of ; have b^en sold. -The ; National Caiholic Committee historical group has ^t^ce^ed "many 

eluding some f ronf^Msgr ; Kuehh. , SK 



related items including 

Now 1 have to. take fclmd 



Disneyanna items 



to. take time U^sott and see what will happen to my cbllec'fcidd Of 1 ' 
- There might be 2 "'market for some 'of these things someplace i' \ ' Q 

During my months in the north - 1 was able to help the priests in the^^'Sheboygai^^^ 
area have vacations by taking their place for weekend Masses. A cpu|^^^€^^^ peaces 
also asked for week-day Masses. This is a very interesting experience because v|| £*£t 
to see the many different ways that parishes conduct liturgies. )3(]T th^^est'^^^^'>& 
is that 1 don't have to make parish decisions and NO MEETINGS! 



During my months in the south - 1 have helped a littLe' in local par Lslitis'^^somti"*;^-.: 
at a County Prison Mass on Saturday evening and at "Mary, Queen of the Universe Shrine" 



near Sea World & Disney World in Orlando . Met some St . . Clement Parishioners there 
on Easter Sunday 1994! 

We are willing to help you share the enjoyment of Tourist Places if you ever travel 
t';:is way . However, we do not have enough room to invi te you to stay with us . 
Accomoda 1 1 ons a t roasonabl e pr ices a re ava i lab 1 e at many places ! 

f+y p + lytrt for feu, /pur D^^ / /O^r ) ^ 0) 
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ARCHDIOCESE 
□ F MILWAUKEE 

345 NORTH NINFTY FlPTH STREET » P.O, BOX 70XB • MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 52201 • PHONE 414/476 2101 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 



July 19, 1982 





2 01982 

wmnr 



VThe Reverend Donald Peters 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081 
Dear Don, 

Recently 1 had a conversation with Mike Grellinger on the 
question of a chaplain to the Boy Scouts- Hike wishes to re- 
linquish his present role there and has asked me to name you 
as chaplain. 

With this letter, then, I formally do so. 

May God's blessings be many as you assume this role. 



Sincerely yours in the Lord, 




Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S-B, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 



Copy: Tom Tomaszek 

(Christian Formation Unit, Youth Ministry) 
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134 - Peters > DonalJ 




RJS 



669, 



CONFIDENIIAL 



Donald peters 

On November 4, 1992 District Attorney Jajnes Friach reported an 
anonymous phone call from a slow speaking, somewhat confused 
gentleman who called the District Attorney at home claiming some 
inappropriate behavior 3 year9 ago by Don. The allegation was so 
confused and without specifics and as a result the District Attorney 
wanted to inform ua of the matter in order to maintain good 
communications. I called Oon to learn that he was away ajnd Left a 
message indicating I wished to apeak with him. 




RJS 



690 . Donald Peters 

On Saturday, November 7, 1992 I briefly opoke with Don to alert him 
to the anonymous allegation received in Sheboygan. 

RJS 



73fl . Donald Peters 

On December 3, 1992 Don called asking if any further information had 
been received regarding the anonymous allegation. I stated that no 
additional conversation had occurred and told him he could continue 
planning to be absent for a vacation after Christmas, 

RJS 



260 



Donald Peters 




RJS 



223. Donald Peters 




AOM SUP1* 000024 



RJS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



572. Donald Peters 

On September 24, 1999 I finally had the opportunity to sit down with 
Father Peters and to discuss the allegation which surfaced in 
November of 1992. We reviewed the fact that the Archdiocese had 
received only one singlo, anonymous call through the District 
Attorney of Sheboygan and that nothing further or concrete had 
ever been added to the case since that time. Father Peters reported 
that he had received a phone call from an official of the Orlando 
Diocese on January 11, 1999 > indicating that no Sacramental ministry 
could be exercised there because of lack of positive testimony from 
Milwaukee. I promised to check the Chancery file in order to see if 
there was any information beyond the single notation in the Vicar's 
office. I also promised to review the status of the matter with the 
Archbishop , especially given the fact that he remains with full 
faculties from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Acknowledging that he 
would deal- with adolescents differently today y he had no clear 
recollection of inappropriate behavior. He stated that his intention 
was to leave Cascade for the winter in Lakeland , Florida on 
November 15, 1999, Until that time> his Cascade telephone remained 



RJS 



6G1 , Donald Peters 




422, Don Peters 

May 17, 2002 Don Peters is contacted by Vicar who reports an allegation came in which 
requires a Precept to be issued. Vicar allows him to concelcbratc a funeral on 5/20 at Si 
Clement. Sheboygan. Precept will be given 10 hirh the following day. 

JFH 

433. Don Peters 

May 21 , 2002 Don Peters meets with Vicar to receive the Precept HE is told of the 
alleged sexual abuse which took place in his father's house in y 59 or '60 while he was 
Assistant at St Peter Claver, Sheboygan. Don recognizes the name of the victim and 
agrees to write the requested letter of apology, sending it to the Vicar's office. He recalls 
that in '92 Bishop SWba notified him of an anon3inous allegation made about him to die 
Sheboygan DA. Peters retired in '93. He also reports that Bishop Dorsey of Orlando 
wrote to Peters after conferring with Archbishop Weakland about 3 years ago and 
forbade Peters to exercise any public ministry in the Orlando Diocese. Vicar updates Dr. 
Reinke and Barbara Anne Cusack of this. 

JFH 
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Select Peters Sexual Abuse Intake Reports 



5/2/02 Sexual Abuse Intake Report regarding victim who reported originally in the letter 

dated 4/23/02. The survivor alleges abuse by Peters from 1959-1960 when the 
survivor was 16 years old and says there were other boys around who may also 
have been abused. On three occasions, Peters showed the survivor pictures of 
young men partially clothed and fondled the survivor. The survivor also notes that 
Peters was heavily involved in the Boy Scouts. 
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